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Well, speaking of prolonging the past, 
as an archivist of popular culture I have 
been doing that for decades, at least pre-
serving it for others. As for me, I have 
had more than enough of it all as I went 
along. So recently, as I have been put-
ting some of my many activities in order, I 
have been saying “hello there” to a lot of 
parts of myself I have not thought about 
for years, and goodbye as I acknowledge 
this and that part of me and put it in some 
sort of final order. 

I never thought about it, but as I browse 
through all my stuff I see that I was very 
keen on newsletters, trying to share what 
I found interesting. I guess my Facebook 
blog is some kind of glorified newsletter, 
as well.

Anyway, here are the covers of some of 
the our publication “Astro*Talk,” a period-
ical newsletter that reached out to some-
thing like 14,000 readers every so often 
as part of my company Matrix Astrologi-
cal Software, a company still going strong 
today, although no longer under my di-
rection. I thought some of you astrolo-
gy buffs might like to wander through the 

past a bit. I am amazed that I published 
these in linen stock and in full-color and 
sent it through the mail. I know it that it 
cost a small fortune. Somewhere in the 
1990s it became too expensive to do. 

Matrix was founded in 1977, but I didn’t 
get around to publishing Astro*Talk un-
til November of 1983. Although I served 
as editor for all of the issues, a lot of 
credit has to go to my brother Tom Er-
lewine for the wonder design job that 
he did for us. Tom is a great graphic 
artist and designer. Later this was tak-
en over by Martin Machnowski, anoth-
er really fine graphic artist. It was such 
a good magazine that well-known col-
umnist and TV host John C. Dvorak 
(Infoworld Magazine) give it a “Silver 
Award,” even though he did not care for 
astrology. He held his nose and gave 
us the award anyway.

So, enjoy looking at a little bit of the his-
tory of astrology in the latter half of the 
20th Century.

Michael Erlewine
Founder Matrix Software
Michael@Erlewine.net
SpiritGrooves.net
































































