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These are not all, but they are the most useful essays from 2023 sorted 
by the seasons.  

I don’t have time to ‘fine edit’ them and still get them out there, but 
these are certainly in good-enough shape to be readable.  

And I don’t expect many, but hopefully ‘any’ folks will find these useful.  

They are eclectic, yet the overriding theme is dharma and dharma 
practice. Those of you who reach a certain point in your own trajectory 
of dharma practice may find some of these useful.  

Michael@Erlewine.net 

mailto:Michael@Erlewine.n
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MATRIX MAGAZINE AND MATRIX JOURNAL 
 
Recently I was discussing the history of modern astrology with a couple of folks, and 
one of the repeated themes was what led to the series of Neo-Astrology Conferences 
that Matrix Software, my company, put on in 1989 and why have they turned out to be 
landmark events of a sort in the history of astrology. 
 
There was something in the air at that time of progress, as if astrology was about to 
solve all its puzzles and roar ahead. This was especially so when it came to the promise 
of astrological research, as if we were about to blow away the sceptics with some 
demonstrable research that testified once and for all that astrology works. 
 
Looking back, that seems more like a pipe dream, probably brought on by the advent of 
the computer in astrology and for a while all things seemed possible. 
 
When I think back for some way to explain to those who were not there how it all went 
down, I remembered Matrix Magazine (circa 1978) and Matrix Journal (circa 1990). And 
when I looked at a couple copies of the magazine, sure enough, that’s a perfect picture 
of what happened back then, who was involved, and when. 
 
Matrix Magazine’s first issue was in the winter of 1978, and home computers actually 
appeared in 1977 so things were just getting started. Actually, the magazine kind of 
started before the first issue, in order to have something to put in that first issue. 
 
And I realized that while I had the old issues around, that there was no way to share 
them with others, because they are long gone and out of print. So, I scanned all the 
issues, not a simple undertaking, being some 700 or so pages for the lot. And then they 
had to be arranged in book form so I could put them in PDF format. It took a few days. 
 
And of course, I don’t expect you to read them, at least all the computer code in them, 
which is old code at this point. Instead, if you just browse through them, you can get an 
idea as to how it was back then with us. 
 
What you see is some of the brightest technical minds in astrology coming together and 
sharing in a magazine that was a harbinger of things to come. It was, in its way, a joyful 
time indeed. And while it perhaps did not solve all the problems in astrology, back then 
who knew that it wouldn’t, because that was a heady time, like a new paradigm for 
astrology.  
 
Yet, in Matrix Magazine and later in Matrix Journal, we can see that the mix was in; we 
all were sharing and celebrating a rebirth of astrology in this modern era. What’s 
become of it all is another story. 
 
After all, Matrix Software was the first astrological software company and the name 
Matrix was picked by me, not to reflect some mathematical term, but because it came 
from a Greek, and later a French word for womb, and I chose it because Matrix 
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Software was intended to be where astrology in this time could be reborn, and to some 
degree it did. 
 
Some of the contributors to the magazine and journal included: 
 
Michael Erlewine [Editor], Stephen Erlewine, James Neely, Theodor Landscheidt, 
Robert Knight, John VanZandt, Noel Tyle, Buz Overbeck, Lucy Titunik, Charles 
Hocking, Pat White, Robert Hand, Tim Smith , Malcolm Dean, Ian McKinnon, John 
McCormick, Charles A. Jayne, Steve Blake, Alexander Borg, Roger Elliot, Tom P. 
Santiago, Dwight William Johnson, Axel Harvey, Lee Wayne Hold, David B. Black, 
David W. Wilsom, Mark Pottenger, Alexander Borg, Fairbain & Wesenberg, Austin Levy, 
Doug Pierce, Larry Ely, Robert Schmidt, John Townley, Thabit B. Qurra, Vladimir 
Bogdanov, Tom Bridge.  

 

2023 Michael@Erlewine.net 
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